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point of arrival 
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base pairs of the deoxyribonucleic acid of that gene. ( 'p6int 
myii'ta shan \ 

pofnt of arrival Inav] The position which a craft will reach 

after following specified courses for specified distances from a 

point of departure. { 'pdinr sv 3*riv-3l | 
point of contraf lexure [mech) A point at which the direction 

of bending changes. Also known as point of inflection. 

I 'pdini av ,lcan-iro*flek*sh3r } 

point of control [ind eng] Fraction defective in those lots 
that have a probability of .50 of acceptance according to a 
specific sampling acceptance plan. ( *pdint sv kan'irol } 

point of departure See departure. ( *p6int av di'pSrchar 1 

point of (festtnation [nav] The point at which the final course 
from the point of departure ends, exclusive of the courses needed 
to reach a benh or runway. ( 'point av ,des-t9'n3-$han ) 

point of division ' [math) The point that divides the line 
segment joining two given points, in a given ratio. { ,p6int ov 

.(^'vizh'an ) . 

point of fall [MECH]; The point in the curved path of a falling 
projectile that is level with the muzzle of the gun. Also known 
as level point { 'p6im av *f6! J 

point of frog [civ eng} Theplace of intersection of the gage 
\ms of th^ main track and a turnout. { 'p6int av 'frdg ) 
point of Impact [ord] The point at which a bullet, bomb, or 
projectile strikes. | 'p6int av 'im.pakt ) 
point of Inflection [math] A point where a plane curve 
changes from the c<mcave to the convex relative to some fixed 
;l.ioe; equivalently. if the function determining the curve has a 
secood derivative, this derivative changes sign at this point 
Also known as inflectim.point [mech) See point of contra- 
4?xure. ,( 'p6int 3v.in*flek'Shon \ . , ° 

point of intersection- [crv eng] Tb& point at which two 
straight sections or tangents to a road curve or rail curve meet 
when extended. { 'p6int ov .innor'sek'shan ) 
point of ho reium [nav] A point along an aircraft track 
.beyond which the aircraft's fuel supply wiU not permit it to 
return to its own or some other associated base but must ccMiiinue 
in attempt to reach its destination. ( ' p6int av ;n6 ri 'tarn ) . 
point qf operation [metJ That portion of a metal-forming 
press in which the material is positioned and the work is per- 
fpnned. [ ;p6int dv .ap^'ra-shan } 

pojnt-of-ortginsysten) [computsci] A computer system in 
which data collection occurs at the point where the data are 
actually created, as in a point-of-sale terminal. { |p6int ov *ar 
3^9n ,sis-t3m ) 

point of osculation See double cusp. { *p6iiii av .Ss^cyo'Ia- 
-shan ) 

pbini-bf-sate terminal [coMPur sa] A cprnputer-connected 
terminaf used in place of a cash register in a store, for customer 
checkout and such added functions as recording inventory data, 
transferring futK^ from the customer's baiik account to the mer^ 
chant's baiUc account an<l choking credit oh charged or charge- 
caret purchases; the tetiniinals can be modified for many .non- 
merchandising applic^ions. such as checkout of books in 
libraries. Abbreviated POS terminal. .( 'p6int av ;ssi 'tehn*" 

p6lrit of switch ' [cry eng] That place in a track where a car 
passes &om Uie lhairi traeck to a turnout { 'p6int av 'swich } 
ppint of tafigbricy . t:iy eng] The pomt at wtiich a road curve 
or railway curve l>e6om^s strai^t or changes its ciuVature. 
Also known as tangent pomt { ^iiu sv 'tan-jati-se } 
poIi)t-placement [aor] Positioningoffenilizeror some other 
agriciiitur^ cheihjcal within the length of the seed row or in the 
;specific location Whe^ the seed is planted. ( *pdint ,plas' 
nisnt) " . . 

Fwint projection electron microscope [electr] An elec- 
tton rniqroscope 'in which a real or vimiat poini soiux:e of elec- 
trons prddisc^ a highly magnified shadow. | |p6irit prsljek* 
shah i;iek,tran 'niPkri3,^6p } ' 

point rainfall [meteorol] The rainfall during a given time 
interval (or often "one storm) measured in a rain gage, our an 
^mate of the amiouht which might have been measured at a 
^ven point [ 'point *ran,f6l ) 

point set [math] A' collection of points in a geometrical or 
l*?pological space. \ *p6int,set | 

PO«rit-set topology [math] 5c(f general topology. { 'p6int 
. .sett3*pai-a je ) 

point-slope form [math] The equation of a strai^t line in 
'*& form y - y I « mix - jc, ), where m is the slope of thfe line and 



(X(,y,) are the coordinates of a given point on the line in a 
cartesian coordinate system. ( 'p6inl ,sl6p ,f6nn | 
points of the compass See compass points. | 'poins 3v tha 
*kam*pds ) 

point sourcre (civ eng) A municipal or industrial wastewater 
discharge through a discrete pipe or channel, [phys) A source 
of radiation having definite position but no extension in space; 
this is an ideal which is a good approximation for distances from 
the source sufficiently large compared to the dimensions of the 
source. ( 'p6im ,s6rs ) 

point-siource light [elec] A special ]arhp in which the radi- 
ating element is concentrated in a small physical area. ] *pdint 
.sdrs ,IIt ) 

point spectrum [math] Those eigenvalues in the spectrum 
of a linear operator between Banach spaces whose correspond- 
ing eigenvectors are iK>nzero and of finite norm. ( 'p6ini;spek' 
tram ) - ■ 

point system [ind eng] 1. A system of job evaluation 
wherein job requirements are rated according to a scale of poiiit 
values. ■ 2. A wage incentive plair based on points instead of 
man-ininutes: ' ( *p6int ,sis*tgm } 

point target [electromao] In radar, an object which returns 
a target signal by reflection from a relatively simple discrete 
surface; such targets are ships, aircraft, projectiles, missiles, and 
buildings, [ord] A precise target of smaill dimensions. 
{ 'p6inl ,targ»t } 

polnt-to-pbint communication [commun] Radio corhmu- 
niication between two fixed stations. { 'p6int td 'p6int kd.myti* 
no*ka*5h3n ) 

polnt4o-po[nt programming (cont sysJ A method of pro- 
gramming a robot in which eadi major change in the robot's 
path of motion is recorded and stored for later use. { {p6int t? 
Ipdint 'pro;gramng ) 

point transposition [elec] Transposition, usually in an 
open-wire line, which is executed within a distance comparable 
to the wire separation, without material distortion of the normal 
wire configuration outside this distance. { 'point .tranrpOjZish- 
an I . 

pointwise convergence {math) A sequence oif functions/,, 
/z,... defined on a set 5 converges pointwise to a fimction/if the 
sequence /i{jr), ^(jc),... . converges 16 fix) for each jc in 5. 
{ 'p6inl.wiz ksn'vdr^sns J 
poise [fl mech] A unit of dynamic viscosity equal to. the 
dynamic viscosity of a fluid in which there is a -tangential force 
1 dyne per. square centimeter resisting the ^ow.of two parallel 
fluid layers past each other when their differential velocity is 
1 centimeter per second per centimeter of separation. ; Abbre- 
viated P. { p6iz ) 

poised stream [hydJ A stream that is neither eroding rwir 
depositing sediment { 'p6izd -strem } 

poiseuitle . [Ft mech] A unit of dynamic viscosity of a fluid 
in which these ts a tangential force of 1 newtpn per square meter 
resisting the flow of two parallel layers past each qtfier when 
their differential velocity is 1 meter per second per meter of 
separation; equal to 10 poise; used chiefly in France. Alrfwe- 
viatedH. {pwa*?ye) 

Polseullleflow [flmech] The steady flow of an incompress- 
ible fluid parallel to the axis of a circular pipe of infinite length, 
produced by a pressure gradient along the pipe. X pw5!z3^ 
fi6) 

Poiseuille'staw [flmech) The law that the voluine flow of 
an incompressible fluid through a circuiar tube is ^qual to- iryS 
times the pressure differetKes between the ends of tbe tube, 
times the fourth power of the tube's radius divided biy the pro- 
duct of the tube's length and the dynamic visCpsily of the fluid. 
[ pw^'x^z.io I 

poison [atom pmys] A substance which reduces the phbs- 
phorescezice of a luminescent material, [chem] A substaiice 
that exerts inhibitive effects .on catalysts, even when present 
only in small amounts; for example, traces of sulfur or lead will 
poison platinum-base<i catalysts. [EtEcnt] A material which 
reduces the emission of electrons from the surface of a cathode. 
[mater] a substance that in relatively small doses has an 
action that either destroys life or impairs seriously the functions 
of organs or tissues, [nucixo] A substance that absorbs neu- 
trons without any fission resulting, and thereby lowers the reac- 
tivity of a nuclear reauor. | 'pdiz-^n } 

poison gas [mater] A substance employedin chemical war- 
fare to disable enemy troops; may be a gas, or a liquid or solid 



